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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD CINDERELLA

BY SHANA KELLER ; ILLUSTRATED BY LAURA FREEMAN - RELEASE DATE: AUG. 12, 2025

Rewarding, potent, and wholly original.

familiar fairy tale is given a historical spin.

An enslaved Black girl dubbed CeeCee (her real name is a “secret...kept close to her heart”) toils endlessly for the Townsends, a cruel white family who own
a plantation in Maryland. She's prohibited from reading, but as she overhears the stories the children are learning to read, she's inspired, and she begins to yearn
for more. She faces an uphill battle; whenever Mrs. Townsend notices CeeCee so much as glancing at the pages of a book, she locks the girl in the mouse-infested
attic. But her hopes are sustained by Binty, the cook, who plays the role of fairy godmother in this grounded retelling of “Cinderella.” As CeeCee falls asleep one
night, Binty’s tales of Moses, a savior whom enslaved people follow to freedom, blend with her fantasies of Cinderella’s prince (portrayed as a Black man wearing a
crown and kente cloth), and she awakens determined to escape to the North. Brimming with warmth, Freeman’s full-color digital illustrations depict the freckle-
faced young protagonist’s melancholy in heartbreaking detail, while her vivid use of pattern and textures gives the visuals an almost three-dimensional, utterly
immersive feel. Layering together references to the beloved fairy tale, Christian theology, and history, Keller celebrates the power of stories while paying tribute to
the courage of all those who endured chattel enslavement.

Rewarding, potent, and wholly original. (source note; information on Harriet Tubman, names during slavery, and fairy tales) (Picture book. 5-8)
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